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conformity which, has nothing but negatives to utter.   Not, of
course, if the conformity would be accompanied by  a con-
sciousness of hypocrisy.    That is a question for
the individual conscience to settle.    But there   jfwfCross
is enough to be said on the different points of   Sunday,     *
view from which conformity may be regarded,   sotfc Oot-
to hinder a ready judgment against those who
continue to conform after ceasing to believe in the ordinary
sense.    But with the utmost largeness of allowance for the
difficulty of deciding in  special cases, it must remain true
that the highest lot is to have definite beliefs about which
you feel that " necessity is laid upon you" to declare them,
as something better which you are bound to try and give to
those who have the worse.

It was a cheerful accompaniment to breakfast this morning
to have a letter from you, with the pretty picture you sug-
gested of Miss Blackwood's  first ball:   I am   Letterto
glad that I have seen the " little fairy/' so as   John Black-
to be able to imagine her.                                      Ts^'iare

We are both the better for the delicious air and ov"
quiet of the country. We too, like you, were sorry to quit the
woods and fields for the comparatively disturbed life which
even we are obliged to lead in town. Letters requesting inter-
views can no longer be made void by one's absence; and I am
much afflicted by these interruptions, which break up the day
without any adequate result of good to any mortal. In the
country the days have broad spaces, and the very stillness
seems to give a delightful roominess to the hours.

Is it not wonderful that the world can absorb so much
" Middlemarch " at a guinea the copy ? I shall be glad to hear
particulars, which, I imagine, will lead to the conclusion that
the time is coming for the preparation of a 7s. 6d. edition. I
am not fond of reading proofs, but I am anxious to correct
the sheets of this edition, both in relation to mistakes
already standing, and to prevent the accumulation of others
in the reprinting.

I am slowly simmering towards another big book; but
people seem so bent on giving supremacy to " Middlemareh,"
that they are sure not to like any future book so well. I had
a letter from JVIr. Bancroft (the American Minister at Berlin)
the other day, in which he says that everybody in Berlin
reads " Middlemarch.^ He had to buy two copies for his
house; and he found the Rector of the University, a stupen-
dous mathematician, occupied with it in the solid part of thecognized good in the public belief, than by a noix-
